
 

I will Bless you, and You Will Be a Blessing: Resources for 

Blessing Same-Gender Relationships 
 

is published in “The Blue Book” and can be found as a downloadable 

pdf file at: http://generalconvention.org/gc/prepare 

  
The Blue Book is 759 pages long and, even in a printed format, is unwieldy and difficult 
to navigate.  The section of the report of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music 
that deals with the issues of blessing same gender relationships is itself over 100 pages 
long.  There are tables of contents for the various sections but those tables of content do 
not offer page numbers.  This annotated table of contents is offered to help you find your 
way around the document and to demonstrate the depth and scope of the work that has 
gone into this report. 
 

Table of Contents  
 
Resources for Blessing Same-Gender Relationships     166 
 
Resolution A049 Authorize Liturgical Resources for  
Blessing Same Gender Relationships      168 
 
Resolution A050  Create Task Force on the Study of Marriage    168 
 
Introduction          186 
 
Faith, Hope, and Love: Theological Resources for Blessing Same-Gender Relationships  191 
 
Preface           192 
 
Overview: Theological Reflection on Same-Gender Relationships    193 

1. The Church’s Call: A Focus on Mission       196 

2. The Church’s Joy: A Theology of Blessing      199 

3. The Church’s Life: Covenantal Relationship      202 

4. The Church’s Challenge: Christian Unity and Biblical Interpretation   212 
 
The Church’s Canon Law and Laws of the States      217 
 
Hearing, Seeing, and Declaring New Things:  

Preparing Same-Gender Couples for a Liturgy of Blessing     222 
Overview: Pastoral Care for Same-Gender Couples     224 

1. Available Resources: Materials for Pastoral Preparation   225 
2. Particular Issues Affecting Same-Gender Couples    225 
3. Presenters        229 
4. Outline of Pre-Blessing Preparation for Same-Gender Couples  229 

 
Handouts  



1. Theological Reflection on Covenantal Relationship:  
Spiritual Practice for Same-Gender Couples    234 

2. Declaration of Intention for Lifelong Covenant    235 
3. About Presenters—For the Couple     236 
4. Information for Presenters      237 
5. Model Congregational Guidelines    238 

 
The Witnessing and Blessing of a Lifelong Covenant:  

Liturgical Resources for Blessing Same-Gender Relationships    239 
 
 
 
Discussion Guide to I Will Bless You, and You Will Be a Blessing    250 
 
Introduction to the Discussion Guide       252 
 
Study Area One:         254 
History: Reviewing the history of The Episcopal Church’s decisions regarding  
same-gender relationships and reflecting on the current context  
 
Study Area Two:         256 
Theology and the Bible: Examining our understanding of God’s blessing through  
the lens of theology and Scripture  
 
Study Area Three:         260 
Liturgy: Discussing liturgy in general and the liturgical resources developed  
for the blessing of same-gender relationships  
 
Study Area Four:         262 
Civil and Canon Law: Exploring legal, canonical, and spiritual issues that arise  
as the Church considers blessing same-gender couples  
 
Study Area Five:         264 
Mission: Exploring the blessing of same-gender relationships as part of the Church’s 
 mission and God’s reconciling work in the world  
 
Handouts for Discussions  

A. Covenant for Discussion       267 
 

Study Area One:  
B. Understanding the History       268 
C. An Introduction to General Convention      269 
D. Relationships and Blessing: Reflection Questions     271 

 
Study Area Two:  
E. Theological Reflection on Same-Gender Relationships: A Summary   272 
     of “Faith, Hope, and Love”  

 
Study Area Three:  
F. Principles for Evaluating Liturgical Materials    273 

  
Appendices  
 

A Review of General Convention Legislation     275 
 

Glossary        279 


